NEXANS LEADING THE CHARGE OF ELECTRIFYING AFRICA BY
BRINGING ELECTRICITY TO RURAL COMMUNITIES IN COTE D’IVOIRE
PRESS RELEASE_

•

Nexans has brought electricity to 35 rural communities across Côte d'Ivoire.

•

The project deploys NEOGRID® turnkey solution covering engineering, supply and installation of
the complete power network.

•

All critical equipment was supplied locally by Nexans Côte d’Ivoire plant in Abidjan.

Paris, February 10, 2021 – Nexans has brought electricity to 35 rural communities across Côte d'Ivoire by
delivering a turnkey, ready-to-use power infrastructure solution. The project, carried out within the framework
of the country’s National Rural Electrification Program (PRONER), is part of Nexans’ wider ambition to help
provide safer, reliable, and connected access to electricity for a better future.
In the past decade, Côte d'Ivoire has made significant progress towards electrification. In 2013, only 34
percent of the population of 25 million had access to electricity. Today, that figure is close to 70 percent. Yet
rural electrification remains an issue as over 60 percent of the country’s rural communities still have no
electricity supply.
The PRONER project aims to increase rural electrification in Côte d'Ivoire through grid expansion. The plan
is to connect all settlements with more than 500 inhabitants this year, and all the rural communities by the
end of 2025.
Nexans’ contribution to the project has enabled a significant step forward in providing electricity to thousands
of people with public lighting systems and network connections between individual houses and the existing
high voltage power grid. The approach adopted by Nexans has extended well beyond supplying individual
components. Instead, it has deployed the NEOGRID® turnkey solution encompassing engineering, supply
and installation of the power network and including cables, transformers, poles, junction boxes and circuitbreakers.
“At Nexans we have adopted a very practical approach to supporting Africa’s transition to a more connected
and sustainable energy network. In Côte d'Ivoire this is based on two inter-related pillars,” said Damien
Simon, Marketing & Strategy Director for Building & Territories segment at Nexans. “First, in 2018, we opened
our new Abidjan plant to help address the lack of suitable equipment and products for electrification by
enabling local production based on our international and standardized expertise. Now we have taken the next
step by rolling out products from the plant as part of our turnkey solution to bring electricity to rural
communities.”
With the goal of electrifying 50 communities, this will involve 400 km of aerial medium-voltage (MV) cables
and over 430 km of low-voltage (LV) aerial-bundled cables as well as the installation of 63 outdoor
transformers. All of the critical equipment was manufactured or supplied by the Nexans plant in Abidjan.

About Nexans
Nexans is a key driver for the world’s transition to a more connected and sustainable energy future. For over
120 years, the Group has brought energy to life by providing customers with advanced cable technologies
for power and data transmission. Today, Nexans goes beyond cables to offer customers a complete service
that leverages digital technology to maximize the performance and efficiency of their critical assets. The
Group designs solutions and services along the entire value chain in three main business areas: Building &
Territories (including utilities and emobility), High Voltage & Projects (covering offshore wind farms, subsea
interconnections, land high voltage), and Industry & Solutions (including renewables, transportation, oil and
gas, automation, and others).
Corporate Social Responsibility is a guiding principle of Nexans’ business activities and internal practices. In
2013 Nexans was the first cable provider to create a Foundation supporting sustainable initiatives bringing
access to energy to disadvantaged communities worldwide. The Group’s commitment to developing ethical,
sustainable and high-quality cables also drives its active involvement within leading industry associations,
including Europacable, the NEMA, ICF and CIGRE.
Nexans employs nearly 26,000 people with an industrial footprint in 34 countries and commercial activities
worldwide. In 2019, the Group generated 6.7 billion euros in sales.
Nexans is listed on Euronext Paris, compartment A.
For more information, please visit www.nexans.com
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